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Ripon Police Officer’s Association

259 N. Wilma Ave. ( Ripon, CA 95366

Business   (209) 599-2102

Fax           (209) 599-4034



Wednesday October 13, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

The Ripon Peace Officers Association in conjunction with The Ripon Firefighter’s Association is hosting a dinner/dance with silent auction. This event will benefit the family of one of their own, due to the loss of their brave young daughter named Deanna Davis.  

Deanna Davis was a beautiful girl who turned into a beautiful young woman.  She was full of life, and she had a never quit attitude.

Just after Deanna’s 12th birthday, it was discovered that she had a brain tumor behind her eye.  She went through chemo and radiation, causing her to lose her hair.  Even though this is a traumatic event for such a young girl, Deanna made it through like a champion.  Her hair eventually grew back.  When she was able to go outside without the use of a hat or a bandanna, she discovered that her cancer had returned.  This would have been absolutely devastating news for anyone, especially such a young child yet Deanna persevered, and she beat cancer again.

Deanna had a total of five different brain surgeries, exhausting radiation, chemo, and several experimental drugs.  This is in addition to the endless testing that was done on her young body.  Through all of this, Deanna never gave up hope, and she fought tooth and nail against this disease.

Early this year, Deanna and her family were informed that the cancer had come back yet again.  In February, doctors told them that they were going to give one more shot at an experimental drug.  Unfortunately the drug did not work as doctors had hoped.  In March, doctors told the family that the tumor had grown beyond their capabilities, and this tumor would be terminal.  Doctors at that time gave young Deanna 72 hours to live.

Deanna surpassed all of the doctor’s expectations, and she fought non-stop.  Deanna’s goal was to make it to her 16th birthday in June.  Doctors told the family that it would be a miracle for this to happen.  The doctors did not give Deanna and her will to fight enough credit.  Deanna made it to her 16th birthday in true warrior fashion.

Several times during her fight this year, the family was told that Deanna had only days remaining.  Deanna and her family never gave up hope.

During the last month, the cancer took a huge toll on her poor body.  Even through all of this, Deanna refused to give up.  Deanna fought with everything that she had until the very end.

Unfortunately Deanna’s body could not overcome this aggressive cancer.  Deanna left this world on Wednesday September 29, 2010.  Deanna fought cancer bravely for 4 years, 3 months, and 9 days.

The fight that Deanna showed is a direct reflection of the way that she was raised.  Deanna’s mother is a local Law Enforcement dispatcher, her biological father is a Lieutenant for the Federal Prison system, and her Step-Father is a local Law Enforcement Sergeant.

Deanna never gave up, even at the end.  She is the strongest, bravest person that I have ever had the privilege of knowing.  Everyone that knew Deanna knows how special of a person she was. I have been in Law Enforcement for over 8 years.  In that time, I have never seen anyone, adult or child, that has fought for their life as hard as Deanna Davis.

Unfortunately the long battle with cancer took a financial toll on the family.  The Ripon Peace Officer’s Association and the Ripon Firefighter’s Association would like to help the family get back on their feet and honor the memory of such a strong, brave young woman through a charity dinner in her honor. 

 We are asking for any donations you are able to assist with for this event. The event will consist of a dinner, dance, no host bar, and silent auction. The event will be held at the Ripon Community Center, located at 334 W. Fourth Street, and will be held on Friday November 19, 2010. Doors will open at 6 P.M. The ticket price is $25 per person. If you are interested in purchasing tickets or donating an item for the auction, you may do so at the Ripon Police Department located at 259 N. Wilma Ave. You can also contact me directly and I will pick up any items or get tickets to you. I can be reached through email at GWest@cityofripon.org or on my cell at 209-652-8185.

Thank you in advance from our Associations and the entire family for you help.

Sincerely,

Gordon West





Mindy Dumlao

Ripon Peace Officer’s Association


Ripon Peace Officer’s Association

Enclosure: 1










